[Medical Social Worker and Team Approach to Medicine].
Our hospital is an independent-type emergency critical care center. Because the majority of our patients are critically ill, we post nurses at the regional medical liaison office as medical social workers (MSWs). Inside the hospital, we, as the MSWs, contact the patients' families immediately after their arrival, attend doctors' conferences and meetings of the bed-management team, and join doctors' rounds to collect infor- mation. We also meet patients and their families to solve their problems, making use of knowledge as social workers and psychiatric social workers. Outside the hospital, we work with and share information with oth- er hospitals, clinics, comprehensive support centers, social welfare councils, and public assistance sections in our district, to facilitate the return of patients to their previous activities independently. We will continue supporting patients to live meaningful, individual lives in our district. [Review].